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Authors, Themes, and Works 
Renee Ahdieh 
 
About the Author: Renee Ahdieh graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. She published her first young adult novel, a retelling of the One Thousand and One Nights 
tale titled The Wrath and the Dawn, in 2015 (Quinonez 2015, Ahdieh 2016). To date, her body of 
work has focused on fantasy for young adults. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:   
 
Ahdieh, A. (2016). “About.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://reneeahdieh.com/about-renee/ 
 
Quinonez, A. (2015). “Renee Ahdieh talks ‘The Wrath and the Dawn’ and Slytherins are the most lovable.” 
Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2cZohku 
 
Website: http://reneeahdieh.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Fantasy, Retellings, Arabian Nights, Magic, Young Adult 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: The Wrath and the Dawn 
 
The Wrath and the Dawn G. P. Putnam’s Sons 
Books for Young 
Readers, 2015 
Fantasy, Retellings, 
Arabian Nights, Magic, 
Young Adult  
 
The Rose and the Dagger G. P. Putnam’s Sons 
Books for Young 
Readers, 2016 
Fantasy, Retellings, 
Arabian Nights, Magic, 
Young Adult  
 
 
Kathleen Alcalá 
 
About the Author: Born August 29 in 1954, Kathleen Alcalá obtained an undergraduate degree 
in linguistics (with a focus on Human Language) from Stanford University before completing a 
master’s degree in Creative Writing from the University of Washington (Bainbridge, 2016). She has 
also earned an MFA from the University of New Orleans. Though commonly described as 
magical realism, Alcalá identifies her work as historical fiction (Alcala, 2016). She has published 
both novels and short story collections, much of which centers around the Southwest American 
experience. Her work has won the following awards: Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association 
Book Award; a Western States Book Award; Latino International Book Award (2008); and an 
Artist Trust / Washington State Arts Commission Award in 2005 (Artist Trust, 2007). An alumna of 
the Clarion West Science Fiction Workshop, she also serves as an instructor (Alcala, 2016). 
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Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Alcala, K. (2016). “Biography.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.kathleenalcala.com/bio.htm 
 
Artist Trust. (2007). “2007 Fellowship Recipient Profiles: Kathleen Alcalá.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2cGuV4H 
 
Bainbridge Public Library. (2016). “Local authors: Kathleen Alcalá.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016.” Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2cWDZki 
 
Website / Contact: http://www.kathleenalcala.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Magical realism, Westerns, Judaism, Alchemy, Magical abilities, 
American Southwest 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Mrs. Vargas and the Dead Naturalist 
(Short Fiction Collection) 
Calyx Books, 1992 Mexico, American 
Southwest, magical 
realism 
 
Spirits of the Ordinary: A Tale of Casas 
Grandes 
Harvest Books, 1998 magical realism, Westerns, 
Judaism, alchemy, magical 
abilities, Southwest 
 
The Flower in the Skull Mariner Books, 1999 American Southwest, 
American Indians, 
spirituality 
 
 
C. C. Alma 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available on this author. 
 
Sources for Author Biography: N / A. 
 
Website / Contact: N / A. 
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Space Operas, Aliens, Immigration 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
The Earth Girl and Queen Eliza BookBaby, 2012 space colonies, space 
opera, aliens, immigration  
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Kendare Blake 
 
About the Author: Kendare Blake is a young adult novelist who writes fantasy and horror. Born 
in Seoul, South Korea, she was adopted into a family in the United States at a young age (Blake, 
2016). Blake earned a graduate degree in creative writing from Middlesex University in London 
(Macmillan 2016, Book 2012). She lives in Washington state. To date, the majority of her fiction 
features young women in horror and fantastical settings. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Blake, K. (2016). "About." Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from http://kendareblake.com/about/ 
 
Book Snob. (2012). "Kendare Blake author interview and giveaway." Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2cr8y28 
 
Macmillan Publishers. (2016). “Kendare Blake.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://us.macmillan.com/author/kendareblake 
 
Website: http://kendareblake.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Horror, Ghosts, Hauntings, Revenge, Young Adult 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Anna Dressed in Blood 
 
Anna Dressed in Blood Tor for Teen, 2011 Horror, Ghosts, Hauntings, 
Revenge  
 
Girl of Nightmares  Tor for Teen, 2011 Horror, Ghosts, Hauntings, 
Revenge  
 
 
Series: Goddess War 
 
Antigoddess Tor Teen, 2013 Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Greek Mythology 
 
Mortal Gods Tor Teen, 2014 Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Greek Mythology 
 
Ungodly Tor Teen, 2015 Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Greek Mythology 
 
 
Series: Three Dark Crowns 
 
Three Dark Crowns Harper Teen, 2016 Fantasy, Royalty, Siblings 
(Triplets), Magical Abilities 
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Aliette de Bodard 
 
About the Author: Born in the United States on November 10, 1982, Aliette de Bodard was 
then raised in France (and still resides there). With French and Vietnamese roots, de Bodard 
attended the Ecole Polytechnique where she received several degrees in applied mathematics, 
electronics, and computer science (de Bodard 2016, Locus 2013). Bodard first published in 2006, 
focusing on short stories prior to her first novel, Servant of the Underworld in 2010 (the first in 
her Blood and Obsidian trilogy, which is historical fantasy in Aztec era Mexico). She has won 
two Nebula Awards, two British Science Fiction Association Awards, and a Locus award, as well 
as coming in as a finalist for several awards, including the Hugo Awards (ISFDB, 2016). Bodard still 
specializes in short form fiction but has four novels currently written, including the 2015 novel 
House of Shattered Wings. Bodard is a member of the prestigious writing group Written in 
Blood (de Bodard 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
de Bodard, Aliette. (2016). "Bio and Press." Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://aliettedebodard.com/biography/ 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). "Summary Bibliography: Aliette de Bodard." Accessed September 15, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?108274 
 
Locus Online. (2013). “Aliette De Bodard: Convergence Point.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.locusmag.com/Perspectives/2013/08/aliette-de-bodard-convergence-point/ 
 
Website: http://aliettedebodard.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Aztec mythology, Priests, Missing persons, Mystery, Fantasy, 
Dystopia, Supernatural beings 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Universe of Xuya 
 
The Lost Xuyan Bride  TTA Press, 2007 future history, mother-
daughter relationships, 
China, science fiction 
 
Butterfly, Falling At Dawn  TTA Press, 2008 future history, China, 
science fiction 
 
Fleeing Tezcatlipoca  Space and Time, 
2010 
Aztec Empire, future 
history, far-future science 
fiction 
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The Jaguar House, in Shadow   Dell Magazine, 2010 Aztec Empire, future 
history, far-future science 
fiction 
 
 
Series: Obsidian and Blood 
 
Servant of the Underworld  Angry Robot, 2010 Fantasy, human sacrifice, 
warriors, Aztec, sorcery 
 
Harbinger of the Storm  Angry Robot, 2011 Aztec mythology, priests, 
murder, nobles, gods, 
mystery, fantasy 
 
Master of the House of Darts  Angry Robot, 2011 Aztec mythology, priests, 
murder, nobles, gods, 
mystery, fantasy 
 
 
Series: Dominion of the Fallen 
 
The House of Shattered Wings Gollanzc, 2015 urban fantasy, angels, 
alchemy, war, murder, 
mystery, Paris 
 
Of Books, and Earth, and Courtship  Nine Dragons River, 
2015 
alchemy, angels, magic, 
mystery, Paris 
 
In Morningstar's Shadow  Nine Dragons River, 
2015 
alchemy, angels, magic, 
mystery, Paris 
 
“Against the Encroaching Darkness.”  Grimdark Magazine, 
2015 
fantasy, Paris, mystery, 
war 
 
  
K. Tempest Bradford 
 
About the Author: Born on April 19, 1978, in Cincinnati, Ohio, K. Tempest Bradford is an 
African-American short story science fiction writer, blogger, and activist (ISFDB, 2016). An alumna 
of the Clarion West Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers Workshop, she is currently serving on 
the board of the Carl Brandon Society. Bradford also belongs to the New York City writing group 
Altered Fluid (Bradford, 2016).  
 
Author’s Note: There is no bibliography for Bradford, as she only writes short fiction (which falls 
outside the scope of this project). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Bradford, K. T. (2016). “About.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://tempest.fluidartist.com/about/ 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). "Summary Bibliography: K. Tempest Bradford." Accessed August 18, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?K._Tempest_Bradford 
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Website: http://tempest.fluidartist.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Science Fiction, Short Fiction 
 
Jennifer Marie Brissett 
 
About the Author: Born in the London, England, Jennifer Marie Brisset emigrated to the United 
States at an early age, and now identifies as a British-Jamaican American. Growing up in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Brisset was employed as a web developer and software engineer 
after completing her undergraduate degree in electrical engineering at Boston University 
(Brissett, 2016). She eventually to Brooklyn to open her independent bookstore, Indigo Cafe & 
Books. Brisset pursued a MFA in Creative Writing from Stonecoast Program at the University of 
Southern Maine (which has a specialized track in writing popular fiction). During her studies, 
she chose to specialize in speculative fiction (Aqueduct, 2016). Brisset published her debut novel, 
Elysium, in 2014 with Aqueduct Press and received considerable acclaim for her work. She won 
the 2015 Philip K. Dick Special Citation Award, and was placed the James Tiptree Jr. Award 
Honor List (Philip K. Dick, 2015). She was also a 2015 Finalist for the Locus Award for Best First 
Novel (Locus, 2015). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Aqueduct Press. (2016). “Jennifer Marie Brissett.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2cWQkoz 
 
Brissett, J. M. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.jennbrissett.com/bio/ 
 
Locus Online. (2015). “2015 Locus Awards Finalists.” Accessed Sept. 7, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/1FLoqDA  
 
Philip K. Dick Award. (2015). “2015 award and special citation.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2cGMFNu 
 
Website: http://www.jennbrissett.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Dystopia, Cyberpunk, Science Fiction, Women 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Elysium Aqueduct Press, 2014 Dystopia, Cyberpunk, 
Science Fiction, Women  
 
 
Octavia E. Butler 
 
About the Author: Born in 1947 in Pasadena, California, to Laurice and Octavia M. Butler, 
Octavia Estelle Butler was raised in a Baptist household within a racially segregated 
neighborhood. Butler was a shy child who began writing science fiction and fantasy at age 
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twelve (Marrall, 2011). Butler published her first novel, Patternmaster, in 1976. Though a debut 
novel, the work would go on to be the fifth of the Patternist series (ISFDB, 2016). Butler went on 
to write the Xenogenesis and Parable of the Sower series, the latter of which spurred the 
organic growth of a social movement called SolSeed. Based largely in California, this movement 
bases its values upon the motto taken from The Parable of the Sower: "Life is precious” (Marrall, 
2011). While Butler wrote some short fiction, she is primarily known as a novelist. Butler's 
contribution to science fiction and fantasy cannot be overstated: She brought an African-
American woman's voice to a genre traditionally dominated by Caucasian heteronormative men 
(Encyclopedia, 2016). She used the fantastical premises of her novels and short fiction to examine 
issues around gender, race, sexuality, and power. Butler was widely honored for her work, 
having received the Hugo, Nebula, and Locus awards for works of science fiction (Encyclopedia, 
2016). Furthermore, she received a MacArthur Foundation Fellows Grant in 1995 and later, a 
PEN Lifetime Achievement Award. Butler died from complications of a fall outside of her home 
in 2006. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. (2016). “Octavia E. Butler.” Accessed August 18, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.sf-encyclopedia.com/entry/butler_octavia 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). "Summary Bibliography: Octavia E. Butler." Accessed August 18, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?186 
 
Marrall, R. M. (2011). “Octavia Butler.” In Great Lives from History: African-Americans. Pasadena: Salem. 
 
Website: http://octaviabutler.org/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Magical abilities, Fantasy, Immortality, Race, Class, Genetic 
Modification, Telepathy, Women and Men (Relationships) 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Bloodchild and Other Stories (Short 
Fiction Collection) 
Seven Stories Press, 
1995 
aliens, coming of age, 
science fiction, dystopia, 
disease 
 
Fledgling  Seven Stories Press, 
2005 
vampires, genetic 
modification, amnesia 
 
Kindred  Beacon Press, 2004 time travel, racism, 
slavery, Antebellum 
American South, ancestry 
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Series: Patternist 
 
Wild Seed  Grand Central 
Publishing, 1980 
magical abilities, fantasy, 
immortality 
 
Mind of My Mind  Grand Central 
Publishing, 1977 
race, class, telepathy, 
alternative worlds 
 
Clay's Ark  Aspect, 1984 aliens, alternative worlds, 
magical abilities, genetic 
modification 
 
Survivor Signet, 1978 plague, aliens, science 
fiction 
 
Patternmaster  Aspect, 1976 telepathy, alternative 
worlds, race 
 
 
Series: Xenogenesis 
 
Dawn Aspect, 1987 aliens, war, dystopia, race 
 
Adulthood Rites Grand Central 
Publishing, 1988 
race, aliens, alternative 
worlds 
 
Imago Grand Central 
Publishing, 1989 
race, aliens, alternative 
worlds, metamorphosis 
 
 
Series: Parable / Earthseed 
 
Parable of the Sower Grand Central 
Publishing, 1993 
dystopia, fantasy, earth-
based religions 
 
Parable of the Talents Grand Central 
Publishing, 1998 
dystopia, fantasy, earth-
based religions 
 
 
Ana Castillo 
 
About the Author: Ana Castillo was born June 15, 1953 in Chicago, Illinois. Active in the Chicano 
movement from a young age, much of her work reflects her thoughts on race, sexuality, 
gender, and her political views (Castillo, 2015). Castillo received an undergraduate degree in Art 
from Northwestern Illinois University, an MA from the University of Chicago, and a doctorate’s 
in American Studies from the University of Bremen (Juffer, n.d.). Castillo is a multimedia artist, 
and works in several formats, including poetry, novels, short stories, children’s books, plays, 
and essays. Furthermore, she is the editor of the journal La Tolteca. Some of her notable works 
include the novel So Far From God; the poetry collection I Ask the Impossible; and the essay 
collection titled, My Mother’s Mexican. Castillo received the American Book Award for her first 
novel The Mixquiahuala Letters, and was given a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2015 by Latina 
50 Plus (Poetry, 2016). She serves as a visiting scholar / professor, and chair of several university 
departments (Castillo, 2015). 
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Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Castillo, A. (2015). “Summer 2015 Brief Bio.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.anacastillo.com/content/?page_id=2 
 
Juffer, J. (n.d.). “Ana Castillo: Biographical note.” Department of English, University of Illinois. Accessed September 
15, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2dqmsBr 
 
Poetry Foundation. (2016). “Biography: Ana Castillo.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/ana-castillo 
 
Website: http://www.anacastillo.com/content/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Mother-daughter Relationships, Magical Realism, New Mexico, 
Race, Identity 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Sapogonia  Anchor Books, 1994 race, identity, magical 
realism, fantasy  
 
So Far from God  W. W. Norton & 
Company 
Mother-daughter 
relationships, magical 
realism, New Mexico  
 
 
Elsie Chapman 
 
About the Author: Elsie Chapman was born in Canada, and received a MA in English Literature 
from the University of British Columbia. Her first book Dueled, published 2013, is the first in a 
duology. Chapman currently lives in Tokyo, Japan (Chapman, 2016). To date, her fiction is intended 
for young adult readers and focuses on themes of genetic engineering / modification. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Chapman, E. (2016). “Contact.” Accessed September 18, 2016. Retrieved from https://elsiechapman.com/contact/ 
 
Website: https://elsiechapman.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Dystopia, Genetic Engineering, Mystery 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Dualed 
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Dualed  Random House, 2013 dystopia, young adult, 
genetic engineering, 
mystery 
 
Divided  Random House, 2014 dystopia, young adult, 
genetic engineering, 
mystery 
 
Daina Chaviano 
 
About the Author: Born on February 19, 1957, in Havana, Cuba, Daina Chaviano earned an 
undergraduate degree in English at the University of Havana (Penguin, 2016). Chaviano went on to 
create a science fiction writers workshop, and named the organization after Oscar Hurtado – 
one of the most prominent authors and a founding father of sorts in Cuban speculative fiction 
(Encyclopedia, 2015). Chaviano won the prestigious David Award with the published anthology, Los 
mundos que amo (ISFDB, 2016). She continued to write well after her emigration to the United 
States in 1991, and also engaged in translation efforts. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. (2015). "Chaviano, Daina." Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.sf-encyclopedia.com/entry/chaviano_daina 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). "Summary Bibliography: Daina Chaviano." Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?113648 
 
Penguin. (2016). “Daina Chaviano.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.penguin.com/author/daina-chaviano/73724  
 
Website: http://dainachaviano.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Alien Contact, Culture Shock, Magical Abilities, Short Fiction 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Los Mundos Que Amo  Santillana USA 
Publishing Company, 
2004 
 
Alien contact, Civilization, 
Magical abilities 
 
Fabulas de una Abuela Extraterrestre Grupo Oceano, 2003 Grandmothers, 
Extraterrestrials 
 
El abrevadero de los dinosaurios Letras Cubanas, 1990 Dinosaurs, Civilization, 
Discovery, Cultural Taboos 
 
Amoroso Planeta (Short Fiction 
Anthology) 
Letras Cubanas, 1983 Short Fiction 
Author: Marrall, R. M.  Annotated Bibliography Last Updated: Sept. 22, 2016 
13 
 
Brenda W. Clough 
 
About the Author: Born November 13, 1955, in Washington, D. C., Brenda Wang Clough (who 
also writes as B. W. Clough or Brenda W. Clough) is a fantasy and science fiction author (ISFDB, 
2016). She grew up in various locales around the world, including Hong Kong, Germany, and the 
Philippines. Clough earned her degree in English, with a focus on Creative Writing, from 
Carnegie Mellon University in 1977. Working as a newspaper reporter prior to publication, 
Clough published her debut novel The Crystal Crown in 1984 (Clough, 2016). Her work has been 
nominated for the Hugo and Nebula Awards; she currently teaches at the Writer’s Center in 
Bethesda, Maryland (Locus 2002, Clough 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Clough, B. W. (2016). “Brenda W. Clough.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://amzn.to/2dmKSMk  
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). "Summary Bibliography: Brenda Wang Clough." Accessed September 15, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?B._W._Clough 
 
Locus Online. (2002). “Hugo Award Nominations.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.locusmag.com/2002/News/News04a.html 
 
Website: https://www.sff.net/people/brenda/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Royalty, Fantasy, Hero’s Quest, Adventure 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Averidan 
 
The Crystal Crown  DAW, 1984 Royalty, Fantasy, 
Adventure, Hero’s Quest 
 
The Dragon of Mishbil DAW, 1985 Royalty, Fantasy, 
Adventure, Princess 
 
The Realm Beneath DAW, 1986 Royalty, Fantasy, 
Adventure, War, Kingdoms 
 
The Name of the Sun DAW, 1988 Royalty, Fantasy, 
Adventure, War, Kingdoms 
 
 
Series: Captain Titus Oates 
 
Revise the World Book View Café, 2009 Exploration, Revivification, 
Antarctic Polar Expedition 
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Series: Suburban Gods 
 
How Like a God Tor Books, 1998 IT Professionals, Magical 
abilities, Telepathy 
 
The Doors of Death and Life Forge Books, 2000 Telepathy, Space colonies, 
Immortality 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Atlanta Nights (Short Fiction Anthology) Lulu, 2005 Short Fiction 
 
Speak to Our Desires Book View Café, 2011 Missing persons, Horror 
 
 
Crystal Connor 
 
About the Author: Crystal Connor served in the United States Navy as a boiler technician, 
though she now resides in Washington State (Goodreads, 2016). Conner is the author of the 
Spectrum trilogy, the first of which, The Darkness, was published in 2010. Conner’s short story, 
“The Ruins,” was a runner up selection at Crypticon Seattle’s 2010 writing contest (Goodreads, 
2016). She primarily writes horror and fantasy. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Goodreads. (2016). “Crystal Conner.” Accessed September 18, 2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4539113.Crystal_Connor 
 
Website: N / A.  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Women’s relationships, Mother-son Relationships, Alchemy, 
Witches, Magical abilities, Fantasy 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: The Spectrum Trilogy 
 
The Darkness  Bennett & Hastings 
Publishing, 2010 
women relationships, 
mother-son relationships, 
alchemy, witches, magical 
abilities, fantasy 
 
Artificial Light  Createspace, 2012 fantasy, witches, detective, 
urban / city 
 
In The Valley of Shadows  Createspace, 2012 fantasy, witches, detective, 
urban / city 
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Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 
 
About the Author: Born in Kolkta, India, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni came to the United States 
in order to attend graduate school. She received her Master’s degree in English from Wright 
University, and went on to complete her PhD at the University of California Berkeley (Poetry, 
2016). Her work explores themes inherent in the immigrant experience, especially from the 
female perspective. As an activist, a poet, and a writer, Divakaruni serves on the boards of both 
the Maitri and the Daya organizations, which help South Asian women escape domestic 
violence (Divakaruni, 2016). Divakaruni’s poetry collections include Leaving Yuba City (which 
received the Allen Ginsberg Poetry Prize and the Gerbode Foundation Award). Her best known 
novel is Mistress of Spices, which was made into a film by director Gurinder Chadha. Her short 
story collection Arranged Marriage won the American Book Award (Poetry, 2016). Furthermore, 
Divakaruni has also written books for young adults, including The Brotherhood of the Conch 
trilogy (ISFDB, 2016). Other awards include several Pushcart awards and the South Asian Literary 
Association’s Distinguished Author Award. She currently is the Betty and Gene McDavid 
Professor of Creative Writing at the University of Houston (Divakaruni, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Divakaruni, C. B. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.chitradivakaruni.com/about/bio/. 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). ”Summary Bibliography: Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.” Accessed September 15, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?Chitra_Banerjee_Divakaruni 
 
Poetry Foundation. (2016). “Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems-and-poets/poets/detail/chitra-banerjee-divakaruni 
 
Website: http://www.chitradivakaruni.com/  
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
The Mistress of Spices  Anchor, 1998 Magical realism, romance, 
India, California 
 
The Palace of Illusions Doubleday, 2008 India, mythology, fantasy, 
retelling 
 
 
Series: The Brotherhood of the Conch 
 
The Conch Bearer  Roaring Brook Press, 
2003 
fantasy, magic, India, 
young adult 
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The Mirror of Fire and Dreaming  Roaring Brook Press, 
2005 
fantasy, magic, India, 
young adult 
 
Shadowland  Roaring Brook Press, 
2009 
fantasy, magic, India, 
young adult 
 
 
Tananarive Due 
 
About the Author: Tananarive Due was born January 5, 1966, in Tallahassee, Florida, to parents 
and civil rights activists John D. Due Jr. and Patricia Stephens Due. Due earned her 
undergraduate degree in Journalism from Northwestern University before completing a 
Master’s degree in English literature from the University of Leeds in England. At the latter 
institution, she enjoyed the distinction of being a Rotary Foundation Scholar and specialized in 
Nigerian literature (Due, 2016). Due worked as a newspaper journalist prior to publishing her 
debut novel, The Between. She won the 2002 American Book Award for a subsequent novel, 
The Living Blood; Due has also been nominated for the Bram Stoker Award and many others 
(AALBC 2016, ISFDB 2016). Due teaches in the Creative Writing program at Antioch University (Lon 
Angeles), and has served as an instructor at both the Clarion Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers' Workshop, and at the Hurston-Wright Foundation's Writers' Week (Due, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
African American Literature Book Club / AALBC. (2016). “Tananarive Due.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://aalbc.com/authors/tananari.htm 
 
Due, T. (2016). “About Tananarive Due.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.tananarivedue.com/about.htm 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). ”Summary Bibliography: Tananarive Due.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?Tananarive_Due 
 
Website: http://www.tananarivedue.com/  
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Daughter relationships, Horror, African-American families 
  
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: African Immortals 
 
My Soul to Keep  Harper Voyager, 
1997 
urban fantasy, immortality 
bargains, vampires 
 
The Living Blood  Washington Square 
Press, 2001 
urban fantasy, immortality 
bargains, vampires, 
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betrayal, mother-daughter 
relationships 
 
Blood Colony  Atria Books, 2008 urban fantasy, immortality 
bargains, vampires, 
telepathy, horror, AIDS 
 
My Soul to Take  Washington Square 
Press, 2011 
love triangles, urban 
fantasy, immortality 
bargains, vampires 
 
 
Series: Devil’s Wake (Co-Authored with Steven Brust) 
 
Devil's Wake  Atria Books, 2012 young adult, zombies, 
post-apocalyptic 
 
Domino Falls  Atria Books, 2013 young adult, zombies, 
post-apocalyptic, romance 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Ghost Summer (Short Fiction Anthology, 
Co-authored with Nalo Hopkinson and 
Steve Barnes). 
Prime Books, 2015 afro-futurism, dark fiction, 
paranormal, Florida 
 
The Good House  Simon & Schuster, 
2006 
Mother-son relationships, 
Washington state, 
supernatural, ghosts 
 
The Between  HarperTorch, 2005 horror, middle-class 
families, African-American, 
science fiction 
 
Joplin's Ghost  Washington Square 
Press, 2006 
Jazz, ghosts, romance, 
supernatural, singers / 
vocalists 
 
 
Susan Ee 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available about this author. She 
writes fantasy for young adults. 
 
Sources for Author Biography: N / A. 
 
Website: http://www.susanee.com/  
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Penryn & The End of Days 
 
Angelfall Skyscape, 2012 Angels, Fantasy, Post-
Apocalypse, Dystopia, 
Young Adult  
 
World After Skyscape, 2013 Angels, Fantasy, Post-
Apocalypse, Dystopia, 
Young Adult  
 
End of Days Skyscape, 2015 Angels, Fantasy, Post-
Apocalypse, Dystopia, 
Young Adult  
 
 
Jewelle L. Gomez 
 
About the Author: Jewelle Lydia Gomez was born September 11, 1958, in Boston, 
Massachusetts, to parents John J. Gomes and Dolores LeClaire. Raised by a great-grandmother 
of African and American Indian (Ioway) heritage, Gomez went on to become an activist and 
writer after graduating from Columbia with a Master’s degree in journalism (Gomez, 2016). Active 
in African-American theater arts and writers group, Gomez published her debut novel The Gilda 
Stories through Firebrand Books in 1991 (New York Times, 2008). Gomez has received considerable 
recognition for her work, including a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship; two Lambda 
Literary Awards; two California Arts Council fellowships; and an Individual Artist Commission 
from the San Francisco Arts Commission. She currently serves as the president of the San 
Francisco Public Library Commission (Gomez, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Gomez, J. L. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.jewellegomez.com/bio.html 
 
New York Times. (2008). “Weddings: Jewelle Gomez and Diane Sabin.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://nyti.ms/2cFmXFI 
 
Website: http://www.jewellegomez.com/  
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The Gilda Stories  Firebrand Book, 1991 vampires, science fiction, 
slavery, LGBTQ  
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Don't Explain (Short Fiction Anthology) Firebrand Book, 1997 race, class, LGTBQ, fantasy  
 
 
Andrea Hairston 
 
About the Author: Andrea Hairston was born in 1952 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. A novelist, 
playwright, and essayist, Hairston focuses on speculative fiction, theater, film, and popular 
culture (She has written several essays about speculative author Octavia Butler) (AALBC 2016, 
Encyclopedia 2016). Her dramatic works include Lonely Stardust, Archangels of Funk, and Flying 
Backwards (ISFDB 2016); she has won numerous awards for them, including a National 
Endowment for the Arts Grant to Playwrights and a Massachusetts Cultural Council Fellowship 
(Hairston, 2016). Hairston’s other novels include Redwood and Wildfire, which won the 2011 
Tiptree Award and Mindscape; was shortlisted for the Philip K. Dick Award (Aqueduct, 2016). 
Hairston is currently the Artistic Director of Chrysalis Theater and the Louise Wolff Kahn 1931 
Professor of Theatre and Professor of Africana Studies at Smith College (Smith, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
African American Literature Book Club / AALBC. (2016). “Andrea Hairston.” Accessed September 15, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://aalbc.com/authors/andrea_hairston.htm 
 
Aqueduct Press. (2016). “Andrea Hairston.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.aqueductpress.com/authors/AndreaHairston.php 
 
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. (2016). “Hairston, Andrea.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.sf-encyclopedia.com/entry/hairston_andrea 
 
Hairston, A. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from http://andreahairston.com/bio/ 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Andrea Hairston.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?36097 
 
Smith College. (2016). “Faculty: Andrea Hairston.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
https://www.smith.edu/academics/faculty/andrea-hairston 
 
Website: http://andreahairston.com/  
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Mindscape Aqueduct Press, 2006 war, far-future science 
fiction, alternate earth, 
magic  
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Redwood and Wildfire Aqueduct Press, 2011 fantasy, magic, race, 
Georgia, Chicago Illinois, 
20th century 
  
Will Do Magic for Small Change  Aqueduct Press, 2016 alternate history, 
mythology, science fiction, 
magic, LGBT 
 
Lonely Stardust: Two Plays, a Speech, 
and Eight Essays (Anthology) 
 
Aqueduct Press, 2014 science fiction 
Saltwater Railroad (Novelette) Lightspeed 
Magazine, 2015 
1835, slavery, magic, 
fantasy 
 
  
 Nalo Hopkinson 
 
About the Author: Nalo Hopkinson was born in Kingston, Jamaica, December 20, 1960, to 
parents Freda and Muhammed Abdur-Rahman Slade Hopkinson. Hopkinson grew up around 
the world, living in locales such as Guyana and Trinidad before settling for some time in 
Toronto, Canada (Hopkinson, 2016; Farabee, 2013). Hopkinson obtained a Master’s in Creative 
Writing from Seton Hill University (which offers a popular fiction track), and she is also an 
alumna of the Clarion Science Fiction Writing Workshop. Hopkinson’s work has received the 
following awards: John W. Campbell Award, the World Fantasy Award, the Gaylactic Spectrum 
Award, the Sunburst Award for Canadian Literature of the Fantastic, and an Honorable Mention 
in Cuba's Casa de las Americas prize for literature written in Creole (Hopkinson, 2016; Hatchette 
2016). Hopkinson currently teaches creative writing at the University of California at Riverside 
(UCR, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Farabee, M. (2013). “Nalo Hopkinson’s science fiction and real-life family.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://lat.ms/1rUfggV  
 
Hatchette Australia. (2016). “Nalo Hopkinson.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2d6d5n8 
 
Hopkinson, N. (2016). “Brief Biography.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://nalohopkinson.com/brief-
biography.html 
 
University of California at Riverside. (2016). “Department of creative writing: Nalo Hopkinson.” Accessed Sept. 9, 
2016. Retrieved from http://creativewriting.ucr.edu/people/hopkinson/index.html 
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Brown Girl in the Ring Grand Central 
Publishing, 1998 
dystopia, fantasy, magical 
abilities, gods  
 
Midnight Robbers Grand Central 
Publishing, 2000 
science fiction, other 
worlds, monsters, crime 
and punishment 
 
The Salt Roads Grand Central 
Publishing, 2004 
fantasy, magical realism, 
alternate history, race, 
LGBTQ 
 
The New Moon's Arms  Grand Central 
Publishing, 2007 
magical realism, 
supernatural abilities, 
nontraditional families 
 
The Chaos Margaret K. 
McElderry, 2012 
urban fantasy, young 
adult, missing persons, 
supernatural abilities 
 
Sister Mine Grand Central 
Publishing, 2013 
fantasy, magical abilities, 
gods, sisters 
 
Report from Planet Midnight (Short 
Fiction Anthology) 
PM Press, 2012 short stories, fantasy, race, 
feminism 
 
Falling in Love with Hominids (Short 
Fiction Anthology) 
Tachyon Publications, 
2015 
 
fantasy, science fiction, 
LGBTQ 
 
Lillian Jones Horace 
 
About the Author: Born April 29, 1880, in Jefferson, Texas, Lillian Jones Horace is most known 
for her utopian separatist novel, Five Generations Hence, which was published in 1916 
(Encyclopedia, 2016). Horace wrote and published the novel – making her the first African-
American novelist to publish her work in Texas, and the first female African-American novelist 
to do so, too. An activist, educator, and novelist, who addressed issues around sexism and 
racism, she primarily worked as a schoolteacher in Texas for most of her life (Kossie-Chernyshev, 
2013). Horace died in Fort Worth, Texas, in 1965; her second novel, Angie Brown, was 
discovered posthumously. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Encyclopedia of Science Fiction. (2016). “Horace, Lillian Jones.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.sf-encyclopedia.com/entry/horace_lillian_jones 
 
Kossie-Chernyshev, Karen (Ed). (2013). Recovering Five Generations Hence: The life and writing of Lillian Jones 
Horace. College Station, TX: Texas A & M University Press. 
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Website: N / A.   
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Back-to-Africa, Utopia, Fantasy, Race 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Five Generations Hence Out of Print (Original 
Publication in 1916) 
 
Back-to-Africa, utopia, 
fantasy 
 
N. K. Jemisin 
 
About the Author: Nora K. Jemisin, who writes as N. K. Jemisin, is a novelist, short story writer, 
and prolific blogger. Based in Brooklyn, New York, Jemisin was born in Iowa City, IA, and grew 
up in both Alabama and New York City. She graduated from Tulane University with a bachelor’s 
in Psychology before completing her Master’s in Education at the University of Maryland 
College Park (Jemisin, 2016). She worked as counselor / psychologist prior to publishing her debut 
novel, The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms, in 2010 (Fantasy, 2016). Nominated for the World 
Fantasy, Hugo, and Nebula Awards (among many others), Jemisin won the 2011 Locus Award 
for Best First Novel (ISFDB, 2016). Jemisin’s subsequent novels and short fiction have been 
nominated and / or shortlisted for the following awards: Hugo, Nebula, World Fantasy, the 
Crawford, the Tiptree, and many more. In 2015, Jemisin won the Hugo Award for Best Novel for 
her work, The Fifth Season. She is the first African-American who has won a Hugo Award 
(Jemisin, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Fantasy Book Review. (2016). “N. K. Jemisin biography.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2ckus28  
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: N. K. Jemisin.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?N._K._Jemisin 
 
Jemisin, N. K. (2016). “About.” Accessed July 27, 2016. Retrieved from http://nkjemisin.com/about/ 
 
Website: http://nkjemisin.com/  
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The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms  Hatchette Book 
Group / Orbit, 2010 
gods and goddesses, 
revenge, imprisoned gods, 
fantasy, royalty 
 
The Broken Kingdoms  Orbit, 2013 gods and goddesses, 
revenge, murder, fantasy, 
blind persons, artists 
 
The Kingdom of Gods  Orbit, 2011 gods and goddesses, 
revenge, murder, fantasy 
 
“Shades in Shadow.” Orbit, 2015 gods and goddesses, 
revenge, imprisoned gods, 
fantasy 
 
The Awakened Kingdom  Orbit, 2014 fantasy, young gods, 
coming of age 
 
 
Series: Dreamblood 
 
“The Narcomancer.”  Helix, Winter 2007 fantasy, priestesses, 
supernatural abilities 
 
The Killing Moon  Hatchette Book 
Group / Orbit 2012 
fantasy, priests, 
supernatural abilities, 
sleep magic (narcomancy) 
 
The Shadowed Sun Orbit, 2012 fantasy, priests, 
supernatural abilities, 
sleep magic (narcomancy), 
plague 
 
  
 Series: The Broken Earth 
 
The Fifth Season  Orbit, 2015 Mother-daughter 
relationships, alternate 
worlds, murder, kidnap, 
post-apocalypse 
 
The Obelisk Gate  Orbit, 2016 Mother-daughter 
relationships, alternate 
worlds, murder, kidnap, 
post-apocalypse 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Stone Hunger (Novelette) Clarkesworld, 2014 alternate worlds, murder, 
post-apocalyptic, science 
fiction, horror 
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Alaya Dawn Johnson 
 
About the Author: Born in Washington, D. C., on March 31, 1982, Alaya Dawn Johnson 
attended Columbia University and graduated in 2004 with an undergraduate degree in East 
Asian Languages and Cultures. Having written several short stories and novels, she specializes in 
urban fantasy, young adult literature, and historical fiction (Johnson, 2016; ISFDB, 2016). Johnson's 
career spans just over a decade, with her debut article appearing in the March 2004 edition of 
The Internet Review of Science Fiction. Her novel, Love is the Drug, was nominated for the 
Andre Norton Award, and her novella, "A Guide to the Fruits of Hawai'i," was nominated for the 
Nebula Novella Award (SFWA, 2016; Locus, 2010). Moonshine, and its sequel Wicked City, explore 
the premise of vampires in the 1920s of New York City. Racing the Dark marks the first of the 
Spirit Binders trilogy (whose publication is currently on hiatus due to costs). Her most well-
known novels are arguably Love is the Drug, a contemporary global flu pandemic novel, and The 
Summer Prince, Johnson's young adult debut which landed her on the longlist of the National 
Book Award (Young People's Literature) (ISFDB, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Alaya Dawn Johnson.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?Alaya_Dawn_Johnson 
 
Johnson, A. D. (2016). “Bibliography.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.alayadawnjohnson.com/bibliography/ 
 
Locus Online. (2010). “Faren Miller reviews Alaya Dawn Johnson.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2deNl8y  
 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America / SFWA. (2016). “The Andre Norton Award.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://www.sfwa.org/nebula-awards/the-andre-norton-award/ 
 
Website: http://www.alayadawnjohnson.com/  
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Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Zephyr Hollis 
 
Moonshine  Thomas Dunne 
Books, 2010 
urban fantasy, vampires, 
supernatural creatures 
 
Wicked City  Thomas Dunne 
Books, 2012 
urban fantasy, vampires, 
supernatural creatures 
 
The Inconstant Moon  Tor, 2012 urban fantasy, vampires, 
supernatural creatures 
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Series: The Spirit Binders 
 
The Burning City  Agate Bolden, 2008 fantasy, other worlds, 
magical abilities, young 
female protagonist 
 
Racing the Dark  Agate Bolden, 2010 fantasy, other worlds, 
magical abilities, young 
female protagonist 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Love Is the Drug  Arthur A. Levine 
Books, 2014  
near-future science fiction, 
young adult, dystopia 
 
A Prince of Thirteen Days  Random House, 2011 fantasy, magical realism 
 
 
Tenea D. Johnson 
 
About the Author: Born in Kentucky, Tenea D. Johnson graduated from the New College of 
Florida before moving into completed additional coursework at New York University’s Gallatin 
School (Johnson, 2016). Furthermore, she is an alumna of the Clarion Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writer’s Workshop. Johnson writes short fiction, poetry, and novels; of the latter category, she 
is best known for her 2011 Carl Brandon Parallax Award-winning novel, Smoketown (ISFDB, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Johnson, T. D. (2016). “Biography.” Accessed July 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.teneadjohnson.com/bio/  
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Tenea D. Johnson.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?157280 
 
Website: http://www.teneadjohnson.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: LGBTQ, Fantasy, Dystopia, Climate change, Appalachia 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Smoketown  Blind Eye Books, 
2011 
LGBTQ, fantasy, dystopian, 
climate change, 
Appalachia 
 
R/evolution  Counterpoise, 2011 dystopian future, doctors, 
bioengineering, science 
fiction 
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Heiresses of Russ 2013: The Year’s Best 
Lesbian Speculative Fiction (Edited 
Anthology, with Steve Berman) 
 
Lethe Press, 2013 LGBTQ, fantasy 
 
 
Julie Kagawa 
 
About the Author: Born October 12, 1982, in Sacramento, California, Kagawa’s family moved to 
Hawai’i for some time. She worked off and on at bookstores before becoming a professional 
dog trainer (Kagawa, 2016). She relocated to Kentucky, and has since published her debut novel, 
The Iron King, in 2010. She continues to write fantasy novels and novellas for young adults 
(Women’s Radio, 2011). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Kagawa, J. (2016). “About.” Accessed July 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://juliekagawa.com/about 
 
Women’s Radio. (2011). “YA Author Julie Kagawa inspiring young writers.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2dhBfi0 
 
Website: http://juliekagawa.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Young Adult, Fantasy, Dragons, Vampires, Fey / fairies, Royalty 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Blood of Eden 
 
The Immortal Rules Harlequin Teen, 2012 paranormal fantasy, 
vampires, scavengers, 
humans 
 
The Eternity Cure Harlequin Teen, 2013 paranormal fantasy, 
vampires, scavengers, 
humans 
 
The Forever Song  Harlequin Teen, 2014 paranormal fantasy, 
vampires, scavengers, 
humans 
 
 
Series: The Iron Fey 
 
The Iron King Harlequin Teen, 2010 urban fantasy, fairies, 
royalty 
 
The Iron Daughter Harlequin Teen 2010 urban fantasy, fairies, 
royalty 
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The Iron Queen  Harlequin Teen, 2011 urban fantasy, fairies, 
royalty 
 
The Iron Knight  Harlequin Teen, 2011 urban fantasy, fairies 
 
 
Series: The Iron Fey: Call of the Forgotten 
 
The Lost Prince Harlequin Teen, 2012 urban fantasy, fairies 
 
The Iron Traitor  Harlequin Teen, 2013 urban fantasy, fairies 
 
The Iron Warrior  Harlequin Teen, 2015 urban fantasy, fairies 
 
 
Series: Talon 
 
Talon  Harlequin Teen, 2014 fantasy, dragons, warrior 
orders, difficult choices 
 
Rogue Harlequin Teen, 2015 fantasy, dragons, warrior 
orders 
 
Soldier Harlequin Teen, 2016 fantasy, dragons, warrior 
orders 
 
 
Lydia Kang 
 
About the Author: Lydia Kang is a young adult novelist, a poet, a non-fiction writer, and a 
practicing medical physician. In addition to publishing in medical journals, Kang has also 
published two novels: A duology set in a futuristic world where mutant abilities are genetic 
anomalies and must be hidden from the world. She resides in Omaha, Nebraska (Kang, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Kang, L. (2016). “About.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://lydiakang.com/about/ 
 
Website: http://lydiakang.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Young adult, Dystopia, Bioengineering, Kidnapping 
 
Bibliography 
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Series: Control 
 
Control Dial Books for Young 
Readers, 2013 
young adult, dystopia, 
bioengineering, kidnapping 
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Catalyst Kathy Dawson Books, 
2015 
young adult, dystopia, 
bioengineering, kidnapping 
 
Intisar Khanani 
 
About the Author: Born in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, Intisar Khanani states that she “...has lived in 
five different states as well as in Jeddah on the coast of the Red Sea” (Khanani, 2016). Prior to her 
writing career, she in community health and developed grants to fund projects serving those 
needs. She published a fantasy novel in 2012, titled Thorn (which is described as a retelling as 
the Grimm’s fairy tale, The Goose Girl). She has since published the first in her trilogy, The 
Sunbolt Chronicles, which feature the magical orphan Hitomi (Goodreads, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Goodreads. (2016). “Author page: Intisar Khanani.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2cS8yDQ 
 
Khanani, I. (2016). “About.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://booksbyintisar.com/about/ 
 
Website: http://booksbyintisar.com/  
 
Common Motifs in Literature: Orphans, Retellings, Fantasy, Adventure 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: The Sunbolt Chronicles 
 
Sunbolt Purple Monkey Press, 
2013 
fantasy, magical abilities, 
other worlds, adventure 
 
Memories of Ash Harvest Books, 1998 fantasy, magical abilities, 
other worlds, adventure 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Thorn Createspace, 2012 young adult, fantasy, 
retellings, magic, royalty 
 
A Darkness at the Door  Purple Monkey Press, 
2016 
young adult, fantasy, 
retellings, magic, royalty 
 
 
Jacqueline Koyanagi 
 
About the Author: Jacqueline Koyanagi was raised in the American Midwest, and comes from a 
family with Southern roots and Japanese heritage. She earned a degree in both anthropology 
and religion, and draws connections between her studies and her fiction (Koyanagi, 2016). 
Koyanagi published her debut novel Ascension, a space opera, in 2013 and was given 
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consideration for the 2014 James Tiptree Jr. Honor (Bourke, 2013; ISFDB 2016). In her author 
biography, Koyanagi discloses her status as someone with multiple disabilities: autism spectrum 
disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, and fibromyalgia. Koyanagi goes on to say that her 
“invisible” disabilities affect her daily activities and of course, influences her fiction and the 
characters she writes about (Koyanagi, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Bourke, L. (2013). “A rare space opera: Ascension by Jacqueline Koyanagi.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2d9hrP3 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Jacqueline Koyanagi.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved 
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Ascension Masque Books, 2013 space opera, interstellar 
travel, LGBTQ 
 
 
Larissa Lai 
 
About the Author: Born in La Jolla, California, in 1967, Larissa Lai was raised in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada. After graduating from the University of British Columbia with an 
undergraduate degree in Sociology, Lai then earned a Master’s degree from the University of 
East Anglia before finishing her doctorate’s at the University of Calgary (University of British 
Columbia, 2016). Her work, which spans fiction, poetry, and non-fiction, has won the following 
awards: The Astraea Foundation Emerging Writers’ Award; the shortlist for the Books in Canada 
First Novel Award, the Tiptree Jr. Award, the Sunburst Award, the City of Calgary W.O. Mitchell 
Award, Dorothy Livesay Prize, and more (Jerome & Quartermain, 2013; Lai 2016). She currently 
teaches in the English Department at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, and serves as the Canada Research Chair in Creative Writing (University of British 
Columbia, 2016). 
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University of British Columbia. (2016). “Faculty: Larissa Lai.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2d0kbLe 
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
When Fox Is a Thousand  Press Gang 
Publishers, 1995 
Chinese folktale, fantasy, 
ghosts, sexuality, gender, 
magical realism 
 
Salt Fish Girl  Thomas Allen 
Publishers, 2002 
fantasy, magical realism, 
shapeshifting, 
biotechnology, Chinese 
mythology, gender, 
romance 
 
 
Kai Leakes 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available on this author. She writes 
fantasy novels. 
 
Sources for Author Biography: N / A. 
 
Website: http://kwhp5f.wixsite.com/kai-leakes/blogger-feed  
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Sin Eaters Urban Books, 
2012 
fantasy, angels, 
good and evil, 
supernatural 
creatures  
 
Retribution  Urban Books, 
2014 
 
fantasy, angels, 
good and evil, 
supernatural 
creatures 
 
 
Author: Marrall, R. M.  Annotated Bibliography Last Updated: Sept. 22, 2016 
31 
 
Lori M. Lee 
 
About the Author: Lori M. Lee is a Thai-American young adult author. Born in Laos within a 
refugee camp, her family emigrated to the United States as a child. She writes fantasy for young 
adult readers (Lee, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Lee, L. M. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.lorimlee.com/bio/ 
 
Website: http://www.lorimlee.com/  
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Bibliography 
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Series: Gates of Thread and Stone 
 
The Infinite  Skyscape, 2014 time travel, paranormal, 
young adult, dystopian 
 
Gates of Thread and Stone  Skyscape, 2015 time travel, paranormal, 
young adult, dystopian 
 
 
Malinda Lo 
 
About the Author: Born in China, Malinda Lo emigrated to the United States at a young age. Lo 
went on to earn an undergraduate degree from Wellesley College before completing a Master’s 
degree at Harvard (her focus was on Regional Studies). Lo then enrolled in a doctoral program 
for Cultural and Social anthropology at Stanford, but chose to pursue her Master’s degree 
instead (Lo, 2016). Prior to publication of her young adult debut novel Ash in 2009, Lo wrote for 
entertainment blogs and worked as an editorial assistant. Ash went on to accumulate the 
following awards and / or honors: William C. Morris YA Debut Award; the Andre Norton Award 
for YA Science Fiction and Fantasy; the Lambda Literary Award for Children’s/Young Adult; and 
others (Diversity in YA, 2016; Tor, 2011). Lo’s subsequent novels have also garnered accolades, and 
she also has served as a faculty member for the Lambda Literary Writing Retreats (Lambda, 2013). 
She resides in Massachusetts. 
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Lo, M. (2016). “Bio.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.malindalo.com/bio/ 
 
Tor.com. (2011). “Queering SFF: A review – Huntress by Malinda Lo.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
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Series: Ash Universe 
 
Ash  Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers, 
2009 
 
fairy tales, princesses, 
LGBTQ characters, young 
adult 
Huntress  Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers, 
2011 
 
fairy tales, princesses, 
LGBTQ characters, young 
adult 
 
 
Series: Adaptation 
 
Adaptation Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers, 
2012 
 
Amnesia, young adult, 
genetic modification 
Inheritance Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers, 
2013 
 
aliens, genetic 
modification, science 
fiction, romance 
Natural Selection Little, Brown Books 
for Young Readers, 
2013 
 
alternative worlds 
 
Karen Lord 
 
About the Author: Born in Barbados, Karen Lord went on to attend Queen’s College in 
Bridgetown. She then earned degrees from the University of Toronto and Bangor University, 
respectively a science degree and a doctorate’s in the sociology of religion. Lord first became 
known for her debut novel, Redemption in Indigo, a novel that mixed Caribbean and Senegalese 
storytelling motifs. The novel won Barbados’ Frank Collymore Literary Prize in 2008 for Best 
Unpublished Manuscript; it was later published by Small Beer Press in 2010 (Frank Collymore, 2016; 
Small Beer 2016). She has received the 2010 Carl Brandon Society Parallax Award, the 2011 
Crawford Award; additionally, she has been nominated for 2011 World Fantasy Award for Best 
Novel (Lord, 2016; ISFDB 2016). 
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Redemption in Indigo  Small Beer Press, 
2010 
fairy tales, supernatural 
creatures, magical realism, 
men-women relationships 
 
 
Karin Lowachee 
 
About the Author: Born in 1973 in Guyana, Karin Lowachee was raised in Canada (Lowachee, 
2016). Lowachee’s debut novel, Warchild, featured a space opera with military science fiction 
tropes. Written in second person voice, the novel went on to win the 2001 Warner Aspect First 
Novel Contest. Warchild, and her third novel in the series, Cagebird, were also finalists for the 
Philip K. Dick Award (ISFDB, 2016). Cagebird went on to win the Spectrum Award in 2006 
(Spectrum, 2006). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Karin Lowachee.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?Karin_Lowachee 
 
Lowachee, K. (2016). “Press bio.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.karinlowachee.com/author.aspx 
 
Spectrum Award. (2006). “Spectrum Award 2006 winners.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Warchild 
 
Warchild  Aspect / Warner 
Books, 2002 
science fiction, aliens, war, 
pirates, spy 
 
Burndive  Aspect / Warner 
Books, 2003 
science fiction, aliens, war, 
pirates, spy 
 
Cagebird  Aspect / Warner 
Books, 2005 
science fiction, aliens, war, 
pirates, spy 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
The Gaslight Dogs Orbit, 2010 fantasy, war, spirit 
walkers, colonization 
 
 
Marie Lu 
 
About the Author: Born in Wuxi, China, on July 11, 1984, Marie (Xiwei) Lu moved with her 
family to the United States at a young age. The family settled in Texas, and Lu went on to study 
political science at the University of Southern California (Smiley, 2011). An art director for the 
video game industry prior to publication, Lu published her debut young adult novel, Legend, in 
2011. She has since published several young adult novels, most of which focus on young heroes 
and heroines in dystopian settings (ISFDB 2016; Biedenharn, 2016). She lives in Los Angeles. 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Biedenharn, I. (2016). “Marie Lu, author of the Legend series, to write new duology.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://bit.ly/1QRPEzz 
 
ISFDB Science Fiction. (2016). “Summary Bibliography: Marie Lu.” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?161957 
 
Smiley, T. (2011). “Novelist Marie Lu.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://to.pbs.org/2d4oiG1  
 
Website: http://marielubooks.tumblr.com/  
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Legend Putnam Juvenile, 
2011 
dystopian, young adult, 
military, family 
 
Prodigy Putnam Juvenile, 
2013 
dystopian, young adult, 
military, family 
 
Champion Putnam Juvenile, 
2013 
dystopian, young adult, 
military, family 
 
 
Series: The Young Elites 
 
The Young Elites G.P. Putnam's Sons 
Books for Young 
Readers, 2014 
 
dystopian, fantasy, young 
adult, plague, genetic 
abnormalities 
The Rose Society G.P. Putnam's Sons 
Books for Young 
Readers, 2015 
 
dystopian, fantasy, young 
adult, plague, genetic 
abnormalities 
The Midnight Star G.P. Putnam's Sons 
Books for Young 
Readers, 2016 
 
dystopian, fantasy, young 
adult, plague, genetic 
abnormalities 
 
Tehereh Mafi 
 
About the Author: Tahereh Mafi is an Iranian-American young adult novelist. Born in 
Connecticut, Mafi is the daughter of Iranian immigrants (Mafi, 2016). Mafi earned her 
undergraduate degree from Soka University prior to publishing her debut novel, Shatter Me, a 
dystopian thriller (Carpenter, 2006; Doll 2014). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Carpenter, S. (2006). “Not just for kids: Author Tehereh Mafi discusses ‘Shatter Me.’” Accessed Aug. 8, 2016. 
Retrieved from http://lat.ms/2cKkl9D 
 
Doll, J. (2014). “The future of books is experimental: At home with Tehereh Mafi and Ransom Riggs.” Accessed 
Aug. 8, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/1dEa99M 
 
Mafi, T. (2016). “About.” Accessed Aug. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://www.taherehbooks.com/about/ 
 
Website: http://www.taherehbooks.com/  
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Shatter Me 
 
Shatter Me Harper, 2011 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Science Fiction, 
Supernatural abilities  
 
Unravel Me HarperCollins, 2013 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Science Fiction, 
Supernatural abilities  
 
Ignite Me HarperCollins, 2014 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Science Fiction, 
Supernatural abilities 
  
Destroy Me (Novella) Harper, 2012 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Science Fiction, 
Supernatural abilities 
 
Fracture Me (Novella) HarperCollins, 2013 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Science Fiction, 
Supernatural abilities 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Furthermore Dutton Books for 
Young Readers, 2016 
 
Fantasy, Middle Grade 
 
 
Carole McDonnell 
 
About the Author: Carole McDonnell lives in New York’s Hudson Valley and has an 
undergraduate degree in Literature from SUNY Purchase. A speculative novelist, poet, and 
essayist, she also writes devotionals, personal essays, and poetry dealing with religious themes 
and on being a minority (McDonnell, 2016). McDonnell’s essay, “My Son and Mrs. Torres,” won an 
honorable mention in Writer’s Digest; her short story, “Homecoming,” won the New Mass 
Media’s Westchester Weekly annual fiction contest in 1996. Her novel Wind Follower was 
published in 2007, and her short form fiction has been published in many places, including the 
anthology So Long Been Dreaming: Post-Colonialism in Science Fiction, edited by Nalo 
Hopkinson (Juno, 2016; McDonnell, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Juno Books. (2016). “Wind Follower by Carole McDonnell.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.juno-books.com/windfollower.html 
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McDonnell, C. (2016). “About me.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://carolemcdonnell.blogspot.com/p/about-me.html 
 
Website: http://carolemcdonnell.blogspot.com/  
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Wind Follower Juno Books, 2007 Fantasy, slavery, spirits 
 
The Constant Tower Wildside Press, 2013 fantasy, royalty, war, 
magical abilities 
 
 
Mary Anne Mohanraj 
 
About the Author: Born in Sri Lanka on July 26, 1971, Mary Anne Mohanraj moved to the 
United States with her family as a child. She grew up in Connecticut before attending the 
University of Chicago, from which she graduated in 1993. Mohanraj completed a Master’s in 
Fine Arts in Creative Writing program at Mills College in 1998, and went on to complete her 
doctoral degree in English Literature, with an emphasis in Creative Writing and a focus on post-
colonial literature, from the University of Utah in 2005 (“Biography,” 2016; Poetry, 2016). An alumna 
of the Clarion West Science Fiction and Fantasy Writer’s Workshop, Mohanraj went on to co-
found Strange Horizons; to start the Speculative Literature Foundation; and founded the 
Internet Erotica Writers’ Workshop (“Changing the Guard,” 2003; Speculative, 2016). Mohanraj 
identifies as Tamil, an ethnic minority group in Sri Lanka; she also identifies a queer / bisexual, 
and states that both of these identities have affected her work (Sheth 2005; “Biography,” 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Mohanraj, M. A. (2003). “Changing of the Guard.” Strange Horizons. Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2d4ssxw 
 
Mohanraj, M. A. (2016). “Biography.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://maryannemohanraj.com/about/biography/ 
 
Poetry Foundation. (2016). “Mary Anne Mohanraj.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2dkOziN 
 
Sheth, S. (2005). “An interview with Mary Anne Mohanraj.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2cKmB0V 
 
Speculative Literature Foundation. (2016). “About.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://speculativeliterature.org/About/ 
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Common Motifs in Literature: Science fiction, Humans, Aliens, South Asia, Space travel, Other 
planets, LGBTQ 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
The Stars Change Circlet Press, 2013 Science fiction, Humans, 
Aliens, South Asia, space 
travel, other planets, 
LGBTQ 
 
Bodies in Motion (Short Fiction 
Anthology) 
 
Harper Collins, 2005 Short Stories, LGBTQ 
 
Gloria Naylor 
 
About the Author: Gloria Naylor was born January 25th, 1950, to parents Roosevelt and Alberta 
Naylor in New York City. While the family originally hailed from Missouri, they moved North to 
escape the racial segregation throughout the South. Naylor was a Jehovah’s Witness, and upon 
graduating with honors from high school, she served a mission in both Florida and North 
Carolina (Black Past, 2015). Upon returning to New York City, she began studying nursing but 
eventually switched to English at Brooklyn College before getting a graduate degree in African-
American Studies at Yale University. She has since served as a professor at George Washington 
University, New York, Boston, and Cornell Universities (Decker & York, 2004; Black Past, 2015). 
Naylor’s first novel, The Women of Brewster Place, was published in 1981 to considerable 
acclaim (This novel was later translated to a screenplay and produced by Oprah Winfrey). 
Lindon Hill, her re-worked Master’s thesis, was published in 1985. Her entree into speculative 
fiction began with the novel Mama Day (1988). Naylor went on to write several more novels: 
Mama Day, Bailey’s Cafe, The Men of Brewster Place, and more. Naylor’s list of awards are no 
less impressive: an American Book Award for Best First Novel (1983, The Women of Brewster 
Place); a National Endowment of the Arts in 1986; and a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1988 
(National, 1983; Black Past, 2015). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Black Past. (2015). “Gloria Naylor.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.blackpast.org/aah/naylor-gloria-1950  
 
Decker, E. & York, J. (2004). "Naylor, Gloria 1950–." Contemporary Black Biography. 
 
National Book Award. (1983). “National Book Award Winners: 1983.” Accessed September 15, 2016. Retrieved 
from http://www.nationalbook.org/nba1983.html#.V-AC-fkrLIU 
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Common Motifs in Literature: Women's relationships, Magical Realism, African-American 
Experiences, North America 
 
Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
Mama Day Vintage, 1989 retelling, Shakespeare, 
women's relationships, 
magical realism 
 
Bailey’s Cafe Vintage, 1993 women's relationships, 
magical realism 
 
 
Nnedi Okorafor 
 
About the Author: Nnedi Okorafor (whose full name is Nnedimma Nkemdili Okorafor, and is 
also known as Nnedi Okorafor-Mbachu) was born April 8, 1974, to immigrant parents of Igbo 
Nigerian heritage. A student athlete, Okorafor was diagnosed with scoliosis during her teen 
years. She took up writing as a hobby, and pursued it. She completed her undergraduate 
studies in Rhetoric at the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana before finishing her Master’s 
degree in journalism at Michigan State University. Okorafor then changed tracks, and 
completed both her Master’s and doctorate’s in English at the University of Illinois (Okorafor, 
2016). Okorafor wrote her first novel for adult readers, titled Who Fears Death. This novel went 
on to win the 2011 World Fantasy Award (in addition to winning the Tiptree Jr. Award) 
(Publisher’s Weekly, 2010). Her work, which spans short fiction, novels, and non-fiction, have been 
nominated for and / or awarded the following: Carl Brandon Parallax, Kindred, Tiptree Honor, 
Andre Norton, Hugo, Nebula, and British Science Fiction Awards (among many others). Also an 
alumna of the Clarion Science Fiction and Fantasy Workshop, Okorafor currently serves as a 
Professor of Creative Writing and Literature at the University of Buffalo (SUNY, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Okorafor, N. (2016). “About Nnedi.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://nnedi.com/about 
 
Publisher’s Weekly. (2010). “A Nigerian sorceress makes her way.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from 
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Bibliography 
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Publisher Themes 
Akata Witch  Viking Children's, 
2011 
young adult, magical 
education, Nigeria, 
albinoism 
 
The Girl with the Magic Hands Worldreader.org, 
2013 
magical realism, young 
adult 
 
Binti: A Novella Tor, 2015 space travel, education, 
aliens, warfare 
 
Who Fears Death  DAW Hardover, 2010 post-apocalyptic, Africa, 
genocide 
 
The Book of the Phoenix (Novella) DAW, 2015 magical futurism, mystery, 
dystopian, genetic 
modification 
 
Lagoon  Hodder & Stoughton, 
2014 
Nigeria, aliens, race 
against time 
 
Zahrah the Windseeker  HMH Books for 
Young Readers, 2005 
young adult, fantasy, 
coming of age 
 
Kabu Kabu (Short Fiction Anthology) Prime Books, 2013 short stories, Nigeria, 
magical realism 
 
The Shadow Speaker  Disney Book Group / 
Hyperion, 2007 
young adult, orphan, 
magical powers 
 
 
Danielle Paige 
 
About the Author: There is little autobiographical information available on this author. Prior to 
publication of her debut young novel, a dystopian retelling titled Dorothy Must Die in 2014 
(Kirkus, 2014), Paige worked in television and received Emmys for her work (HarperCollins, 2016; 
Paige, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
HarperCollins. (2016). “Author: Danielle Paige.” Accessed Sept. 9, 2016. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/2d3Wkf2 
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Bibliography 
 
Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Dorothy Must Die 
 
Dorothy Must Die  HarperCollins, 2014 Fantasy, Retellings, Young 
Adult, Wizard of Oz, 
Dystopia  
 
The Wicked Will Rise  HarperCollins, 2015 Fantasy, Retellings, Young 
Adult, Wizard of Oz, 
Dystopia  
 
Yellow Brick War  HarperCollins, 2016 Fantasy, Retellings, Young 
Adult, Wizard of Oz, 
Dystopia  
 
 
Series: Stealing Snow 
 
Stealing Snow  Bloomsbury, 2016 Retellings, Fantasy, Young 
Adult, Snow White 
 
 
Dia Reeves 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available on this author. She primarily 
writes horror for young adults, and is a librarian by day (Simon and Schuster, 2016). 
 
Sources for Author Biography:  
 
Simon and Schuster. (2016). “Dia Reeves.” Accessed Sept. 22, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Dia-Reeves/61532623 
 
Website: N / A. 
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Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Portero Universe 
 
Bleeding Violet  Simon Pulse, 2009 horror, paranormal, Texas 
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Slice of Cherry  Simon Pulse, 2011 paranormal, serial killers, 
young adult, sisters  
 
 
Jewell Parker Rhodes 
 
About the Author: Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1954, Jewell Parker Rhodes grew up in 
the largely African-American neighborhood Manchester. Though she enrolled as a dance major 
at Carnegie-Mellon University, she subsequently switched to literature. She went on complete 
an undergraduate degree in Dramatic Criticism, a Master’s degree in English, and a Doctor of 
Arts in English (with an emphasis on Creative Writing) (Rhodes, 2016). Rhodes has written 
children’s, young adult, and adult fiction, the latter of which have received the following 
awards: The American Book Award (2003, Douglass’ Women); the National Endowment of the 
Arts (Fiction); the Black Caucus of the American Library Award for Literary Excellence (2003, 
Douglass’ Women); the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Award for Outstanding Writing, two 
Arizona Book Awards, and a finalist citation for the Hurston-Wright Legacy Award. Rhodes 
currently serves as the Director and Piper Endowed Chair at the Virginia G. Piper Center for 
Creative Writing at Arizona State University (Arizona State University, 2016; Clayton, 2012). 
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Series: Voodoo Dreams 
 
Voodoo Dreams  Picador, 1995 Marie Laveau, voodoo, 
magical realism, magical 
abilities, historical fiction 
 
Voodoo Season  Washington Square 
Press, 2006 
Marie Laveau, voodoo, 
magical realism, magical 
abilities, historical fiction 
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Yellow Moon  Atria, 2008 Marie Laveau, voodoo, 
magical realism, magical 
abilities, historical fiction 
 
Hurricane  Washington Square 
Press, 2011 
 
Marie Laveau, voodoo, 
magical realism, magical 
abilities, historical fiction 
 
 
Standalone Works 
 
Bayou Magic Little, Brown and 
Company, 2015 
 
fantasy, magic, mermaids 
 
Eden Robinson 
 
About the Author: Eden Robinson was born January 19, 1968 in Kitamaat territory in British 
Columbia to a Haisla father and Heiltsuk mother. She received a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts from 
the University of Victoria, and a graduate degree in creative writing from the University of 
British Columbia (Canadian Encyclopedia, 2016; Penguin, 2016). Her debut work Traplines, a collection 
of short stories, was published in 1996 and went on to win the United Kingdom’s Winifred 
Holtby Prize. A subsequent novel, titled Monkey Beach and published 2000, is set in Kitamaat 
territory and draws upon her heritage (including Haisla mysticism). It won the Ethel Wilson 
Fiction Prize, and garnered Robinson attention as a writer, which she used to draw attention to 
Native issues (Penguin, 2016). She has been a Writer-in-Residence at the Whitehorse Public 
Library, and received the University of Victoria’s Distinguished Alumni Award. 
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Kiini Ibura Salaam 
 
About the Author: New Orleans-based short story creator, poet, and non-fiction writer Kiini 
Ibura Salaam has a wide author’s repertoire. The daughter of activist, author, and teacher 
Kalamu ya Salaam, Salaam examines women’s issues in both her fiction and non-fiction (“James 
Tiptree,” 2013). Her short story collection, Ancient, Ancient and for which she is largely renowned, 
was a co-winner of the 2012 James Tiptree, Jr. Award (Aqueduct, 2016; Salaam 2016). 
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Ancient, Ancient (Short Fiction 
Anthology) 
Aqueduct Press, 2012 science fiction, fantasy, short 
stories 
  
 
Sofia Samatar 
 
About the Author: Born on October 24, 1971, in Indiana, Sofia Samatar has Somali and 
Mennonite roots. Known for her non-fiction, poetry, and fiction, Samatar has lived in various 
locales throughout the world: London, New Jersey, Egypt, Sudan, and more. Samatar graduated 
from Goshen College with an undergraduate degree in English. She then went to pursue a 
Master’s and doctorate’s from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in African languages and 
literature (specializing in contemporary Arabic literature) (Locus, 2013; Rivera, 2016). In 2013, 
Samatar wrote the fantasy novel for which she is most well-known: A Stranger in Olondria. This 
novel went on to win the British Fantasy Award, World Fantasy Award, the John W. Campbell 
Award, and the Crawford Award (Samatar, 2016). An Assistant Professor at James Madison 
University, she currently teaches English (JMU, 2016). 
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Locus Online. (2013). “Sofia Samatar: Stranger scripts.” Accessed September 18, 2016. Retrieved from 
http://bit.ly/2csyAR2 
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literacy 
  
The Winged Histories  Small Beer Press, 
2016 
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relationships 
 
 
Leslie Marmon Silko 
 
About the Author: Born March 5, 1948, in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Leslie Marmon Silko is a 
novelist, a poet, and a non-fiction writer with Laguna Pueblo, Mexican, and Anglo heritage. She 
attended the Laguna Bureau of Indian Affairs school prior to earning her undergraduate degree 
at the University of New Mexico (Silko, 2012). After a brief detour in law school, Silko returned to 
writing and published her debut novel Ceremony in 1977. Silko’s entry into speculative fiction 
would occur later, with her publication of Almanac of the Dead. Silko was awarded a MacArthur 
Foundation Grant in 1981, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Native Writers’ Circle 
of the Americas in 1994. She now lives in Tucson, Arizona (Native, 2010; Poetry, 2016). 
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Almanac of the Dead Simon & Schuster, 
1991 
Pueblo mythology, 
revolutionaries, magical 
realism, American 
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Vandana Singh 
 
About the Author: Born in New Delhi, India, Vandana Singh grew up in the city before moving 
to Boston, Massachusetts. Singh primarily writes children’s fiction and short fiction (the latter 
of which includes speculative, fantasy, and science fiction). She has a doctorate in theoretical 
particle physics (Singh, 2016). 
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The Woman Who Thought She Was a 
Planet and Other Stories (Anthology) 
Zuuban Books, 2009 short stories, science 
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Sherri L. Smith 
 
About the Author: Born in Chicago, Illinois, in 1971, Sherri L Smith grew up in the New York City 
area. Smith went on to get a baccalaureate degree in Fine Arts with an emphasis in Film and 
Broadcast Journalism at New York City. She also earned a Master’s degree in Business 
Administration (with a focus on Marketing) before moving onto to complete another Master’s 
degree in Humanities with a focus in Creative Writing at California State University (Penguin, 2016; 
Smith, 2016). Smith has a varied background in the arts, from film, stop-motion animation, and 
comics (Goddard, 2016). She published her debut novel, a WWII historical fiction young adult work 
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titled Flygirl, in 2013 (It went on to be a pick for the American Library Association's 2010 Best 
Books for Young Adults list). Her entry into speculative fiction came in the form of the young 
adult novel Orleans, a futuristic take on a dystopian Gulf Coast (Black Girl Nerds, 2013). Smith 
currently serves as faculty in the Creative Writing program at Goddard College (Goddard, 2016). 
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Sabba Tahir 
 
About the Author: The daughter of immigrants, Sabaa Tahir is a Pakistani-American young adult 
novelist (Tahir, 2016). A journalist prior to publication, Tahir’s debut dystopian young adult novel, 
A Torch Against the Embers, was published in 2016 (Pitney, 2015; Ulaby, 2016). 
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Series: An Ember in the Ashes 
 
An Ember in the Ashes Razorbill, 2016  Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Slaves, Soldiers 
 
A Torch Against the Night Razorbill, 2016 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Slaves, Soldiers 
 
 
Sheree Renee Thomas 
 
About the Author: Sheree Renee Thomas was born September 30, 1972, in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Primarily known her short fiction and poetry, Thomas’ anthology, Dark Matter: A 
Century of Speculative Fiction from the African Diaspora, won both the World Fantasy Award 
and the Gold Pen Award (AALBC, 2016; ISFDB, 2016). Thomas is heavily involved in several writing 
organizations – Beyond Dusa Women’s Collective and the Black Pot Mojo Craft Circle, to name a 
few – and is an alumna of the Clarion West Science Fiction and Fantasy Writing Workshop 
(Thomas, 2016). She was also a Cave Canem Fellow and New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow. 
She currently teaches creative writing at the Frederick Douglass Creative Arts Center in 
Manhattan, New York (Aqueduct, 2016; Thomas, 2016). 
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Shotgun Lullabies (Short Fiction 
Anthology) 
 
Aqueduct Press, 2011 short fiction, poems 
 
Dark Matter: A Century of Speculative 
Fiction from the African Diaspora 
(Anthology) 
 
Aspect / Warner 
Books, 2000 
 
African diaspora, 
anthology, short fiction 
 
Dark Mark: Reading the Bones Aspect / Warner 
Books, 2004 
 
African diaspora, 
anthology, short fiction 
 
 
Sherry M. Thomas 
 
About the Author: Born in Quindao, Shandong, China, Sherry M. Thomas emigrated to the 
United States as a teen. She went on to get her undergraduate degree in economics from 
Louisiana State University before completing her Master’s degree in accounting at the 
University of Texas at Austin (Thomas, 2016). English is Thomas’ second language, and she cites 
reading science fiction and romance novels as an essential tool for her acquisition of the 
language (Brooke 2008). Primarily a historical romance novelist, Thomas recently began writing 
young adult science fiction and published the first of her Elementals trilogy, The Burning Sky, in 
2013. The majority of Thomas’ awards and honors are affiliated with her romance novels. She 
resides in Austin, Texas (Dumas, 2014). 
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The Burning Sky Balzer & Bray, 2013  Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Magic 
 
The Perilous Sea Balzer & Bray, 2014 Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Magic 
 
The Immortal Heights Balzer & Bray, 2014 Young Adult, Fantasy, 
Magic 
 
 
Sabrina Vourvoulias 
 
About the Author: Sabrina Vourvoulias grew up in Guatemala, and emigrated to the United 
States as a teen. After studying film-making and writing at Sarah Lawrence College, she wrote 
for numerous blogs and newspapers and served as the Executive Editor the Philadelphia-based 
newspaper Al Dia News (Stanish 2016; “About,” 2016). Vourvoulias’ entry into speculative fiction is 
her utopian novel, Ink. She also has written poetry and short fiction (“About Ink,” 2016). 
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Publications, 2012 
science fiction, dystopia, 
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tattoos, classism 
 
 
Michelle Sagara West 
 
About the Author: Born May 5, 1963, Toronto-based novelist Michelle Sagara West (who writes 
both as Michelle West and Michelle Sagara) is a prolific fantasy novelist whose six novel series, 
The Sun Sword, and popular duology, The Sacred Hunt, are both critically and popularly 
acclaimed (“Bio,” 2016; “Summary Bibliography,” 2016). West also works part-time at Bakka-Phoenix, a 
famous science fiction and fantasy bookstore (also based in Toronto) (Hines, 2008). 
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Common Motifs in Literature: Fantasy, Warfare, Magical abilities, Supernatural creatures, 
Dragons, Hawks, Political intrigue 
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Title of Work Publisher Themes 
 
Series: Chronicles of Elantra 
 
Cast in Shadows  Luna, 2005 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Courtlight  Luna, 2006 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Secret  Luna, 2007 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Fury  Luna, 2008 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Silence  Luna, 2009 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Chaos  Luna, 2010 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Ruin  Luna, 2011 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Peril  Luna, 2012 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Moonlight  Luna, 2012 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
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Cast in Sorrow  Luna, 2013 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
Cast in Flame  Mira, 2014 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
Cast in Horror  Mira, 2015 fantasy, race, dragons, 
hawks 
 
 
Series: The Queen of the Dead 
 
Silence DAW, 2012 fantasy, ghosts 
 
Touch DAW, 2014 fantasy, ghosts 
 
 
Series: The House War 
 
The Hidden City DAW, 2008 fantasy 
 
City of the Night DAW, 2009 fantasy 
 
House Name DAW, 2011 fantasy 
 
Skirmish DAW, 2012 fantasy 
 
Battle DAW, 2013 fantasy 
 
Oracle DAW, 2015 fantasy, war 
 
 
Series: The Sun Sword 
 
The Broken Crown DAW, 1997 fantasy, war 
 
The Uncrowned King  DAW, 1998 fantasy, war 
 
The Shining Court DAW, 1999 fantasy, war 
 
Sea of Sorrows DAW, 2001 fantasy, war 
 
The Riven Shield DAW, 2003 fantasy, war 
 
The Sun Sword DAW, 2004 fantasy, war 
 
 
Series: The Sacred Hunt 
 
Hunter’s Oath DAW, 1995 fantasy, war 
 
Hunter’s Death DAW, 1996 fantasy, war 
 
 
Series: Books of the Sundered 
 
Into the Dark Lands BenBella Books, 2005 fantasy, class 
 
Children of the Blood BenBella Books, 2006 fantasy, class 
 
Lady of Mercy BenBella Books, 2006 fantasy, class 
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Chains of Darkness, Chains of Light BenBella Books, 2007 fantasy, class 
 
 
K. Ceres Wright 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available about this author. K. Ceres 
Wright completed the Seton Hill University program, Writing Popular Fiction, before publishing 
her debut novel, Cog. She lives in Maryland (Wright, 2016).  
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Cog Dog Star Books, 2013 futuristic worlds, 
personality / memory 
retention, family strife 
 
 
Kat Zhang 
 
About the Author: There is little biographical information available about this author. Born in 
1991, Kat Zhang writes middle grade and young adult literature. Her debut trilogy, The Hybrid 
Chronicles, began publication in 2012 (Zhang, 2016). 
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What’s Left of Me  HarperCollins, 2012 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Fantasy, Souls  
 
Once We Were  HarperCollins, 2013 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Fantasy, Souls  
 
Echoes of Us  HarperCollins, 2014 Young Adult, Dystopia, 
Fantasy, Souls  
 
 
